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Primary 3 Mathematics Tuition
Parent Checklist & Study Blueprint (MOE/SEAB-aligned)

Why have tuition with us?

Primary 3 is where math shifts from “do the sum” to think, model, and explain. Our small-group
approach helps students fix gaps early, build strong habits, and gain confidence before Primary 4.

What you get: small-group classes (max 3), Concrete → Pictorial → Abstract teaching, bar model
training for word problems, weekly diagnostics, and focused correction that reduces careless
mistakes.

Quick-start checklist (do these first)
Tick what you will implement this week. Start with the bold items.

Set a 20–25 minute daily routine: 10 min basics + 10 min word problem + 2 min error check.

Build number sense: bonds, multiplication facts, place value, rounding language.

Teach one heuristic at a time: bar model first, then work backwards, then patterns.

Create an “Error Bank”: every mistake is rewritten with the correct method and a 1-line lesson.

Use 2–3 mixed questions (interleaving) instead of drilling one topic for 30 minutes.

Do a weekly timed sprint (10–12 min) to train calm speed and neat working.

When to get help quickly

• Your child freezes on word problems even when they can do the calculations.

• Careless mistakes repeat (units, copying numbers, wrong operation, missed steps).

• Foundational gaps: place value, times tables, fractions language, reading the question.

If any of these happen weekly, structured tuition saves time (and confidence).
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Primary 3 essentials to master
These are high-yield foundations that carry into Primary 4 and beyond.

Strand What to master (Primary 3 focus) Fast self-check

Number & Algebra Whole numbers, basic multiplication/division, patterns,
fractions foundations.

Can you explain why you 
chose × or ÷ in a word 
problem?

Measurement & 
Geometry

Time (incl. 24-hour clock), units, area & perimeter of 
rectangles/squares, angles & lines.

Can you sketch to show area
vs perimeter difference?

Statistics Read and interpret bar graphs (incl. different scales). Can you read the scale
correctly when it jumps by 2s
or 5s?

High-impact habits (the “alpha” that most students miss)

Work backwards from answers: after solving, check by reversing operations.

Show working clearly: neat steps reduce careless errors and help partial-credit later.

Explain out loud: 30 seconds of self-explanation locks concepts faster than 10 extra questions.

Use spaced review: revisit a topic 2 days later, then 1 week later (not just once).

Interleave: mix topics to train “choose the method”, not just “repeat the method”.

Mini diagnostic (10 minutes)

Pick any 5 mixed questions. Mark them together. For each wrong answer, label the reason:

• Concept (don’t understand)

• Process (know concept but wrong steps)

• Careless (copying/units/operation/reading)

Your weekly plan should target the top 1–2 reasons only. That’s where the fastest gains are.
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What is Primary 4 Math Tuition (and why it feels harder)
Primary 4 is a bridge year: concepts become more connected, and students must move from “steps” to
“strategy.” Good tuition isn’t more worksheets — it’s better thinking habits and tighter foundations.

Primary 4 key upgrades (what typically changes)

Whole numbers extend to 100,000 and rounding/estimation becomes more important.

Factors & multiples start to matter (and later feed into fractions, ratio, and algebra).

Fractions become richer: mixed numbers, improper fractions, fraction of a set.

Decimals (up to 3 d.p.) + rounding and 4 operations foundations.

Geometry becomes precise: angles in degrees, symmetry, and nets of solids.

Data expands: tables, line graphs, and pie charts (interpretation and checking).

Primary 3 → Primary 4 readiness checklist

Knows times tables well enough to focus on reasoning, not just multiplication.

Understands area vs perimeter (can explain with a sketch).

Reads bar-graph scales correctly (including non-1 steps).

Can convert common measurement units in simple cases (m↔cm, kg↔g, L↔mL).

Can write fractions neatly and compare simple fractions confidently.

Can represent word problems with a bar model (even if the final calculation is wrong).

4-week bridge plan (before Primary 4 or during Term 1)

• Week 1: Times tables + rounding language + 1-step word problems (bar model).

• Week 2: Area/perimeter + angles basics + mixed review.

• Week 3: Fractions (equivalence, simplest form) + fraction of a set intro.

• Week 4: Decimals foundations + data interpretation (scales) + a timed sprint.

If your child struggles with more than 2 items above, tuition support can compress this bridge into a
calmer, clearer path.
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Access MOE & SEAB information (save these)
Use official sources for the latest syllabus and PSLE Mathematics exam format.

Link Address

MOE syllabus page www.moe.gov.sg/primary/curriculum/syllabus

MOE Primary Mathematics 
Syllabus PDF
(updated Dec 2024)

www.moe.gov.sg/-/media/files/primary/
2021-primary-mathematics-syllabus-p1-to-p6-updated-dec-2024.pdf

SEAB PSLE overview www.seab.gov.sg/home/examinations/psle

SEAB PSLE Math syllabus (0008) www.seab.gov.sg/files/
PSLE%20Syllabus%20documents/2025%20PSLE/
0008_y25_sy.pdf

PSLE Math snapshot
Two written papers. Paper 1 includes multiple-choice and short-answer items (no calculator). Paper 2 includes
short-answer plus structured/long-answer items (calculator allowed). Total duration: 2 h 30 min.

Problem-solving toolkit

Bar model: comparison, part-whole, before-after.

Work backwards: reverse steps from the final state.

Guess & check: use bounds and refine logically.

Table / pattern / diagram: organise cases and simplify the thinking.

The 3-step “Careless Mistake” firewall

• Before: underline what is asked + circle units.
• During: write 1 line of method (e.g., “Find total, then ÷ 4”).
• After: reverse-check or estimate (does it make sense?).

https://www.moe.gov.sg/primary/curriculum/syllabus
https://www.moe.gov.sg/-/media/files/primary/2021-primary-mathematics-syllabus-p1-to-p6-updated-dec-2024.pdf
https://www.moe.gov.sg/-/media/files/primary/2021-primary-mathematics-syllabus-p1-to-p6-updated-dec-2024.pdf
https://www.seab.gov.sg/home/examinations/psle
https://www.seab.gov.sg/files/PSLE%20Syllabus%20documents/2025%20PSLE/0008_y25_sy.pdf
https://www.seab.gov.sg/files/PSLE%20Syllabus%20documents/2025%20PSLE/0008_y25_sy.pdf
https://www.seab.gov.sg/files/PSLE%20Syllabus%20documents/2025%20PSLE/0008_y25_sy.pdf
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How we want the best for our Primary 5 Math students
Primary 5 is the acceleration year. Our goal is to make Primary 6 feel “familiar” — not frightening.

Our Primary 5 promise (point form)

We close gaps early (fractions/decimals/percentage basics) before they snowball into PSLE
stress.

We train PSLE-style problem solving: bar model + structured working + reflection.

We build metacognition: students learn to choose strategies, check answers, and learn from
errors.

We teach for confidence and calm speed with timed practice and step-by-step correction.

We keep classes small so every student gets immediate feedback and personalised targets.

Want a customised plan?

Bring your child’s recent school paper or workbook. We can quickly identify the top 2 levers that will
raise results the fastest.

WhatsApp us at +65 8823 1234 to ask about schedules and a consultation.

Related page: https://edukatesg.com/primary-5-math-tuition-primary-5-mathematics-tutor-moe-seab-math-syllabus/

One-page weekly plan (copy this)

Day Plan

Mon Basics (10m) + 1 word problem (10m) + error bank (5m)

Tue Topic focus (15m) + 3 mixed questions (10m)

Wed Heuristic practice (bar model) + explain out loud (5m)

Thu Review wrong questions + redo without looking (retrieval)

Fri Timed sprint (10–12m) + correction

Sat/Sun Light review + confidence set (easier mixed questions)

Note: Syllabus and assessment formats can be updated. Always verify with MOE/SEAB official documents.


